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THE LUNAR CHRONICLES 
Author: Marissa Meyer

The Lunar Chronicles is  an enthralling series of novels  and novellas based on some of the most popular fairytales.  We meet Cinderella 
(Cinder),  the Little  Red Riding Hood (Scarlet),  Rapunzel  (Crescent “Cress”)  and Snow White (Princess  Winter),  along with their  own 
respective mythos from wicked step sister and horrid beasts to Prince Charming and evil witches. Don’t be fooled though, these girls are no 

longer the damsels in distress you know, simply waiting to be rescued!

The story takes place post the 4th World War. The human race has finally colonized the moon, Luna, and has been inhabiting it for some 
time. These colonizers, now called the Lunars, have evolved into a different race. Many Lunars have a special gene that enables them to manipulate 
the bioelectricity of other Lunars and humans. With this gift, they are able to manipulate minds. At the helm of Luna is the tyrant Queen Levana 
who not only treats her subjects unfairly, but also has her mind set on making Earthens her slaves. Meanwhile, many on Earth are suffering from 
Letumosis, also called The Plague. While Lunars are immune to it, millions of Earthens have been killed.

Cinder is a cyborg mechanic, living in New Beijing. When she befriends Prince Kaito, and accidentally comes in contact with Queen Levana, 
she is all at once whisked away from her normal life and put into jail. Meanwhile, Levana pressurizes Prince Kaito into agreeing to marry her, which is 
needless to say, a ploy to get a chance to control the Earth! When Cinder escapes from the prison aided by Captain Thorne, they both decide to make 
it their mission to stop the Prince’s marriage and save the world. On their journey they make the acquaintance of Scarlet, a farmer-girl from France, 
who has befriended Wolf, a Lunar Special Op. Further on, they encounter Cress, an “ungifted” Lunar, trapped on a satellite by Levana.

Later in the books, it is confirmed that Levana has had the Lutemosis bacteria artificially engineered as a bio weapon so as to bring the 
Earthen Union to its knees and enslave the Earthens. She also has an entire army of “hybrid” man-wolf soldiers trained to capture Earth. On Luna, 
Cinder, Throrne, Scarlet, Wolf and Cress are joined by Princess Winter, Levana’s step- daughter, and her guard Jacin. The only hope to stop Levana 
are the rumors of Princess Selene, who she had murdered, being alive. Together, they decide to save the world.

Marissa Meyers brings back the age old fairy tales in a modern world full of androids, cyborgs and space-travel. It is very exciting to slowly 
connect the dots and realize how well yet uniquely, each event in the original fairy tales has been incorporated in this wonderful universe of the Lunar 
Chronicles.
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From the bookshelf !  
With Diwali coming, we have chosen to keep this  issue of Genophilic a little different.  

Instead of some heavy dose of genetics articles before you go for celebrating the festival of light, we want to bring you a treat from 
our side. All of us must be planning to read a book in the Diwali or Winter vacations.  This issue of Genophilic has reviews of some 
science fiction books related to genetics. Go through them, and if you like one of the books, give it a shot!  

Disclaimer: Genophilic newsletter is a completely independent and education oriented newsletter run by students of Fergusson 
College, Department of Biotechnology. All the book reviews are written independently and voluntarily. We are not being sponsored by 
any author or publication for doing so. 

Review by : Urvi Ghatpande                                 
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The Divergent Trilogy  
Author: Veronica Roth

Can you imagine a futuristic world in which social  division is  not only commonly accepted and enforced,  but was based on the genetic 
composition of individuals, even to the point of some families being torn apart because of it? That’s just a small glimpse into the world of this 
trilogy!

In the first book ‘Divergent’, we are introduced to a futuristic society, sealed within the city of Chicago, which is starkly divided into five 
factions: Abnegation, Amity, Candor, Dauntless, and Erudite. The Abnegation are known for their selflessness, the Amity for their peacefulness, the 
Candor for their honesty, the Dauntless for their fearlessness, and the Erudite for their intelligence. However, our main character Beatrice (“Tris”) 
Prior, on being tested, comes across the unforeseen results which assert that she possesses more than one of these qualities, as is the norm and is 
marked as a Divergent.

As a young adult reading this book, I was quite drawn to the social structure that forms the basis of this book. At times, it did seem as if the 
factions and the characters were portrayed in accordance to their faction’s qualities a bit too extremely. Only in the subsequent books do we really 
come to know the reasons for that. And, it makes one wonder, whether the author was aiming to make the readers question the portrayal of her 
characters, so that the second and third books would perfectly answer this in a conclusive manner.

The second book ‘Insurgent’, follows Tris, Tobias (“Four) Eaton and the other characters as they play their part in trying to convince the other 
factions to join forces against the Erudite tyrant Jeanine Matthews, who conspired against the Abnegation in the first book. At the end of the book 
we come to learn about how the city was fashioned to increase the Divergent population. Although the violence and social conflict is present 
throughout the book, as a reader it appears that the dynamics of each and every character portrayed by the author allow the plot to progress 
seamlessly towards the third book. The cliffhanger at the end of the book really makes us appreciate the author’s writing and the pace of the story 
which she has built.

In the third and final book ‘Allegiant’, we follow the main characters as they venture outside the city of Chicago in search of the meaning of 
Divergent. They arrive at the Bureau of Genetic Welfare and meet its leader, David. He reveals that Chicago is barricaded from the outside world in 
an experiment sanctioned by the US government to produce the genetically pure “Divergents”, after several generations, from the genetically – 
damaged population. The genetically damaged are those who perfectly fit into the five factions. It is revealed that this genetically experimented – 
population is the result of a failed attempt to correct human genes that led to the "Purity War", in the past.

As a reader, one of the most important revelations of the entire trilogy was in this conversation, to quote from the book:
“But when the genetic manipulations began to take effect, the alterations had disastrous consequences. As it turns out, the attempt had resulted not 
in corrected genes, but in damaged ones. Take away someone’s fear, or low intelligence, or dishonesty... and you take away their compassion. Take 
away someone’s aggression and you take away their motivation, or their ability to assert themselves. Take away their selfishness and you take away 
their sense of self- preservation. If you think about it, I’m sure you know exactly what I mean.”
 
 As a reader interested in genetics and genetic engineering, it made me wonder about and appreciate the ethical restrictions that are currently 
imposed in our world when it comes to humans and designer babies. This trilogy accurately depicts a possible representation of what could happen if 
such genetic manipulations went wrong. It also instigates the reader to ponder upon the possibility of experiments for genetic healing in such 
situations. However, at the same time it makes us appreciate our “genetic purity” and our current, “non – edited” version of humanity.

Brave New World 
Author: Aldous Huxley

To every dark night, there is a bright morning. Everything starts off with baby steps and this 
“brave new world”, the new times and era may just be a baby step to a mass production of 
babies as business. Science has advanced to a level that there are means for this to happen, 

parents of those babies can choose Genetic Engineering to create their “dream baby”. Wherein they 
may ask for traits and desire qualities of a renowned persona, which indeed is ethically wrong. Brave 
New World warns of the dangers of giving the state control over new and powerful technologies. 
Human emotions evading from the human population with the help of “soma, the drug”. Would you 
still address yourself as a human?

One aspect of this theme is the rigid control of reproduction through technological and 
medical  intervention,  including  the  surgical  removal  of  ovaries,  “The Bokanovsky  Process”  and 
hypnopaedic conditioning. During the Bokanovsky process, one embryo is created that will bud, 
proliferate  and  divide  from eight  to  ninety-six  buds  which  will  then  become embryos.  Those 
embryos will then become full-sized adults.

In the World State,  the birth of  anyone is prohibited,  everyone is  created through the 
Bokanovsky process in a test tube. Secondly, the creation of complicated machines that generate 
both harmless leisure and the high levels of consumption and production that are the basis of the 
World  State’s  stability.  Soma  is  the  third  example  of  the  kind  of  medical,  biological,  and 
psychological technologies that Brave New World criticizes most sharply, yet lets it overpower 
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them or indulge in it. Lenina is one character in the novel who relies on her soma for everything. She is the model consumer of this drug. The almost 
universal use of the drug soma is probably the most pervasive example of such wilful self-delusion. Soma clouds the realities of the present and 
replaces them with happy hallucinations and is thus a tool for promoting “social stability”.

These are the consequences of state control which results in loss of dignity, morals, values, and emotions—in short, a loss of and to humanity. 
State Control is maintained through technological interventions that start before birth and last until death, and that change what people want. This 
novel depicts a dystopia in which an all-powerful state controls the behaviours and actions of its people in order to preserve its own stability and 
power. The World State is a utopian society that thrives when stable, but for stability to be present "individuality must be absent”. In Brave New 
World, we compare two different worlds that differ greatly from each other. The world state is the future Huxley worries we are heading towards. The 
last world to compare to is today’s world. All three of these worlds pose similarities and differences.
“Norms are prescriptions for accepted or expected behaviours”.
 

Above is an example comparing today's society and the other world. Like a cell phone in today’s time, Soma is a social norm to consume. 
Everyone uses it. For those who don't use soma they are disconnected.
 

Thinking will potentially result in revolt against the world state. A lot of the similarities between the juxtaposed World State and the United 
States I feel are scientific. For example, a lot of the science in having baby's in the United States can be compared to that of the Bokanovsky process 
and conditioning process.
 

Now the question is do we want citizens like Lenina who do not exhibit their emotions and instead run away? Do we really call this as the 
“Brave New World”? Do we really want this “Brave New World”? Does this kind of practice really help us achieve stable and contended society?
 
 

Jurassic Park 
Author: Michael Chrichton 

Most people know the movie “Jurassic park” but not many people know that the first movie of the series is based on a book that was written 
by Michael Crichton in 1990.

Jurassic Park is a science fiction novel which takes place on a fictional and remote island called Isla Nublar located by Costa Rica. The story 
starts with the introduction of a new type of amusement park, wherein real-life dinosaurs can roam the earth once again for human entertainment. 
This was built by the company-InGen which is a visionary financier’s 
biotechnology  company  that  had  succeeded  in  cloning  these  extinct 
species. Fifteen different species, presumably incapable of breeding, are 
now placidly roaming around.

The creator, Dr. Hammond, invites multiple guests to test out 
the  park  before  the  grand  opening.  The  park  was  marvelled  as  a 
revolutionary scientific accomplishment, with high tech equipment and 
minimal staff. Although it seems like the park is deemed as a success, a 
resident  mathematician,  an expert  in  chaos  theory,  predicts  that  the 
animal’s  behaviour is  inherently unstable.  Things began to go wrong, 
starting with small incidents that are ignored which then turned up into 
a dangerous disaster.

This book is filled with suspense and tension. It includes a lot of 
history and science,  obviously,  but not to the point where it  will  be 
monotonous for the reader with all the scientific vocabulary. It’s enough 
so the reader can feel knowledgeable about science that is taking place. 
It  also  has  a  glimpse  of  mathematics,  surprising,  right?  But  you 
obviously need it to create DNA strands.

The storyline where everything seems to be going according to 
plan but then suddenly goes horribly wrong is always intriguing. Crichton 
takes this plot through the many levels of snowball effect where people’s lives are at stake, not to mention the 
lives of innocent animals. After being warned several times, Hammond refuses to listen and sees the dinosaurs 
as an extraordinary discovery that will provide big bucks to everyone involved but even human’s curiosity has 
dire consequences, especially when it comes to messing with Mother Nature and her creations.

This belief is not really acknowledged throughout the story and is instead ignored by the scientist who created the park, which is a grave error.
Though the dinosaurs here are more interesting than the people, Crichton ingeniously interweaves details of genetic engineering, computer wizardry 
and current scientific controversy. It can be read as a thought-provoking fable about 
technology and hazards of bioengineering with a hint of thrill.
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X-Men origins: Deadpool
Authors: Rob Liefeld, Fabian Nicieza 

Mercenary with a mouth, Wade Wilson Regenerative degenerate are few of the names by which the famous and near immortal Marvel mutant 
character is known by.

Having the ability to regenerate his broken body parts, the ability to quick heal his wounds, having an expertise in martial arts are just few of 
the  things  people  love  about  this  character...but  the  real  reason  behind  his  enormous 
fandom is because of his cracking sense of humour! (My personal favourite).

After getting famous around the world with his wise cracking in his past comic book 
series, Deadpool finally reveals his origins to the fans, to which I won’t be giving a long 
review of, but would love to appreciate the ideology behind the origin story of Deadpool.
In the comic, Deadpool reveals his back story to a script writer who promises to make a 
movie about his life if he likes it.
So, he starts his story by saying how he grew up to be a crime fighting hero and how he 
later fell in love (which is probably the life where Wade Wilson was a good person) later he 
gets diagnosed with stage 4 cancer (just like in the movie) and leaves the love of his life so 
she could not see him die.

Later, he signs up for an illegal medical program where they promise him, they would 
cure his stage four cancer. After a while of experimentation, Wade was finally able to beat 
cancer by himself by having a great regeneration capability and enhanced healing process. 
At one point in the movie, Deadpool regenerates his hand. The regenerated hand starts off 
as a small limb, eventually growing into a full-sized limb.
But there was a catch, his skin due to excessive amount of experimentation turned to look 
like that  of  an acid burn skin,  the program which he enrolled on was illegal  and they 
needed a powerful spy out of Wade who could heal fast but because of his unnatural looks 
he was considered a failure and hence was prisoned with other failed experiments.

Later  in  the  story  he  breaks  out  of  his  prison  and  starts  living  a  life  of  a  near 
immortal  assassin/  mercenary  who  helps  people  for  money.  (Where  he  turned  out  to 
become an anti-hero).
The script writer loved the story and accepts to make it into a movie.
I won’t reveal the entire story of the comic after this but would love to appreciate the 
biotech/genetic hints of it!
The scientists in the program that Wade enrolled in used a technique called as genetic 
engineering. Where they use something called as the X gene (Which doesn’t exist in the 
real world as of now). The expression of X gene in someone can make them have the power 

of enhanced healing (as mentioned in other comics)

Can science ever be able to make the X gene in future? That’s the big question...
 

Tankborn  
Tankborn Trilogy Series Book 1 of Tankborn novel
Author: Karen Sandler

“Our world is built on biology and once we begin to understand it, it then becomes a technology.”

Likewise,  in  quarantication  I  read  a  book  based  on  GEN’s  named  Tankborn.  Recent  headways  in  genetic  and  developmental 
engineering in Non-Human Primates offer new options for producing genetically modified disease models. Additionally, in very recent years, genome-
editing technology has emerged to further promote this trend and the generation of disease model NHPs has entered a new era. This book is all 
about different types of societies & caste system around us. Lets just peep into the plot of it- Generations ago, a selected few fled the Earth to 
colonise a new world. The rich who funded the project became known as "high-born," the scientists and engineers into "demi-status" and the 
labourers as "lowborn." The low born were only supposed to stay in indentured servitude for 50 years, but by that time the end of this specified 
period rolled around, the caste system was too entrenched in the society a d into the people to be broken. Just when lowborn riots started becoming 
a serious problem, the GENs appeared. Gifted with the strength or senses of animals, with brains that could be wiped or overwritten with a single 
command, the GENs were the perfect work force and muscle. Kayla is a GEN just assigned to her first job at the ripe age of 15. She is to care for a 
sickly high-born man, Zul, but coming in contact with him embroils her in a global conspiracy.

Later, when Kayla is Assigned to care for Zul Manel, the patriarch of a trueborn family, she finds secrets and surprises—not in the least of 
which is her unexpected friendship with Zul’s great-grandson. Meanwhile, the children that Mishalla is Assigned to care for are being stolen in the 
middle of the night.
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After weeks of toiling in their Assignments, mystifying circumstances enable Kayla and Mishalla to reunite. Together they hatch a plan to save 
the disappearing children.  Even so,  can GENs really  trust humans? Both girls  must put their  lives and hearts  at  risk to crack open a sinister 
conspiracy, revealing secrets no one is ready to face.

In my opinion this is a good book. The major plot twist is that GENs were created to be slaves to protect the caste system, rather than being 
inspired by god. Which I think is unfair but still a good way to overcome caste system in our society.
Finally looking at the plot, twists, characters etc. I would like to rate this book 4/5. This book is fascinating & interesting for teens as it deals with 
teen girls to which they can relate...
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A note before we go on a hiatus... 
Dear Readers, your favourite Genophilic newsletter is taking a break for a month! But our journey is not over yet. We have a long way 
to go. This issue consists of reviews about some science fiction books which you can read till we are away. We hope to see you soon. Till 
then, stay safe! Happy Diwali!  

Review by : Falguni Patil       
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How did you find it? Any feedback? Suggestions? 
We would like to know what you thought of this issue of Genophilic, any suggestions are welcome. 

We are expanding our horizons! From our next issue we will publish articles on varied aspects of the life science (not just genetics). The 
theme for the next issue will be ‘Contributions of Nobel Laureates to Science’. 

Contact us on : editor.genophilic@gmail.com
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