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  Abstract:   

      Corona Virus 2019 is one of most widespread disease in 2020 having its impact 

on every sector of the society.Herein we would like to highlight impact of covid-

19 on the migrants of Maharashtra.Migration includes both intra and interstate 

migration.In india, Maharashtra has 2.3 millions net migrants which is 5 times 

more than other parts of the country.Due to extended Lockdown migrants on a 

large scale are moving to their hometowns thus, Maharashtra might face 

deficiency of both unskilled and semi-skilled workers in the future.The major 

routes of migration include travelling by road, by cycling ,by public transport 

means like trains and buses or by essential goods carriers.These different ways of 

their travel will have mild to adverse effects on their health after reaching their 

home town.Some migrants have lost their lifes during their tiring journey due to 

heart attack and accidents etc.The changing climatic conditions throughout their 

journey might cause infections of skin, stomach and kidneys post travel.Herein we 

summarise all the incidences of health related issues faced by migrants of 

Maharashtra.We would like to conclude rapid health care and post travel health 

care enhancement in Maharashtra and other states. 
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Introduction 

             On December 31, 2019, the China Health Authority alerted the World 

Health Organization (WHO) to several cases of pneumonia of unknown aetiology 

in Wuhan City in Hubei Province in central China. The cases had been reported 

since December 8, 2019,and many patients worked at or lived around the local 

Huanan Seafood Wholesale Market although other early cases had no exposure 

to this market [1]. On January 7, a novel coronavirus, originally abbreviated as 

2019-nCoV by WHO, was identified from the throat swab sample of a patient [2]. 

This pathogen was later renamed as severe acute respiratory syndrome 

coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2) by the Coronavirus Study Group [3] and the disease 

was named coro-navirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) by the WHO. As of January 

30,7736 confirmed and 12,167 suspected cases had been reported inChina and 82 

confirmed cases had been detected in 18 other countries [4]. In the same day, 

WHO declared the SARS-CoV-2 outbreak as a Public Health Emergency of 

International Concern (PHEIC) [4].According to the National Health Commission of 

China,the mortality rate among confirmed cased in China was 2.1% as of February 

4 [5] and the mortality rate was 0.2% among cases outside China.Among patients 

admitted to hospitals,the mortality rate ranged between 11% and 15% [7,8]. 

COVID-19 is moderately infectious with a relatively high mortality rate, but the 

information available in public reports and published literature is rapidly 

increasing.  

            Migrant is a person who moved from his place of birth to another city due 

to reasons like employment. According to labour rights group aajiveeka 120 

million migrant labours are found in India.Migration includes both intra and 



interstate miragration.Within India, Maharashtra has 5 times more migrants than 

other parts of the country.Mumbai attracts migrants from every knoc and corner 

of India.Uttar Pradesh has the largest share of migrants to Mumbai.Pune has 

mostly 32 lakh mirgrants from Karnataka and Uttar Pradesh.The total migrant 

population has dropped to 45.92 percent in 2011 from 57.43 percent in 2001 in 

Maharashtra. 48.44 lakhs migrants are seen in Mumbai according to data of 

2011.According to economic survey 2016-17, Nine million people migrant 

annually within the country.The southern states attract a large number of 

migrants from Bihar,Uttar Pradesh,West bengal amd Assam. 

              Due to the out break of corona virus in march 2020,The Government of 

India declared nation wide lockdown in order to prevent the spread of the 

disease.In the beginning of the lockdown,the migrant labourers could survive for 

sometime on their minimal savings. Extended lockdown collapsed livelihoods of 

thousands of poor city migrants heading them back to their villages.Hundreds of 

daily wages worker lost their livelihood due to the shutting down of factories and 

intensive industries. Unskilled and semi-skilled migrants are worst hit by the 

pandemic controlling protocols as they were unable to pay rents and buy 

essential commodities for there livelihood.The inter and intra state travel was 

halted by the central Government during the lockdown causing severe effects on 

these migrants. 

Herein we would to summarise the different incidents related to the health  and 

preventive measures taken by the government in this context. 

 

 



Results and Discussion: 

               Coronavirus Pandemic stepped into India in the month of March and in 

that very month we observed cases of Coronavirus in Maharashtra.The 

Government of India as a preventive measuse announced lockdown all over the 

country.This lockdown was accompanied with shutting down of all industries from 

small scale to large scale and also conplete stop on all the transportation 

serviecs.Each and every individual was lockdown into there houses except the 

essential service workers like Doctor's, Nurses and Policeman. 

The decision of lockdown has produced promising results in the spread of 

Coronavirus.But on the contrary lakhs of poeple lost their daily income sources 

during this lockdown.The daily wagers were the most affected set of people in the 

Pandemic as there was no work in hand and no future assocurity these migrants 

had no other option infront.As a result these migrants workers decided to return 

to their hometown by all possible means. 

               Hunger seemed a threat than Coronavirus at the state Borders.Hundreds 

of poeple were gathered near Bandra station in Mumbai demanding for 

transportation management for them to go back to their native places. Migrants 

labourers wanted to return home as they got panic as Maharashtra Government 

announced extension of lockdown. Migrants with no work in hand started 

returning home using their own conveyance or those provieded by their 

respective state government.Many people walked their way home in various 

places and some got loaded in trucks.Migrants were seen walking thousands of 

kilometres to their native along with their children and families.During this many 

people died due to Starvation,Health issues, Dehydration etc. 



 

Unfortunate deaths of Migrants 

1.About 140 lives were lost in over 600 road accidents over the course of the two 

phases of the nationwide lockdown between March 24 and May 3. 

2.On 8th May , 16 migrants workers were crushed to deaths by frieght train near 

Badnapur and karnad railway stations in Aurangabad district of Maharashtra. 

3.On 10th May 2020,Three migrant workers Lalluram (Age 55), resident of village 

Chhudiya in Prayagraj district, Prem Bahadur (Age 50), resident of Siddharth 

Nagar and Anees Ahmed (Age 42) of Hardas Girja village of Fatehpur were on 

their way to Uttar Pradesh from Maharashtra died in Barwani district of Madhya 

Pradesh om 10th May.The autopsy reports declared the cause of death was 

fatigue and dehydration due to scorching heat. 

4.At Kauraf, a family of 13 died on their way to home12 died due to an accident 

and one due to fatique. 

5.  8 people were killed in a road accident on the way to Karnataka. Wereas,14 

individuals lost their lives in a road accident on Mumbai-Ahmedabad highway. 

6. 53 deaths were reported due to lack of food, exhaustion, hunger,denial of 

medical care in Maharashtra. 

7. A truck overturned near Ghoti-Sinnar highway in Naskhik district of 

Maharashtra on 14th May,2020 loaded withi migrants travelling to Odhisha. 

8. On 15th May 2020, A tempo carrying migrants workers had overturned in 

Thane around 8 labourers were injured. 



10. On 16th May,2020, 62 labourers returning home from Maharashtra to Uttar 

Pradesh met an accident. Around 8 migrants died and 54 seriously injured due to 

collision of Bus and truck in Madhya Pradesh guna district. 

9. Seven Uttar Pradesh labourers were tested positive for covid-19 who were 

returning to Uttar Pradesh from Maharashtra. 

11. Around 58 deaths are reported due to Starvation and financial distress wereas 

89 road or train accidents occured in the lockdown. [9] 

Government approaches: 

               The Madhya Pradesh government wrote a letter on 9th May to 

Maharashtra government requesting assistance for the return of nearly 4.5 lakh 

migrants workers stuck in different parts of the state.The Maharashtra 

government has put its disaster management teams. The railways had operated 

few trains to help hundred of migrants labourers to go back to their native 

places.The Railways has started the Shramik specials from May 1.These special 

trains run on request of state government. 900 migrants returned to Jammu 

Kashmir from Maharashtra by Shramik special trains. 

           Every special train has separate coach to maintain social distancing norms 

by not alloting the middle berth to any passanger.Maharashtra is also working on 

place to allow workers hailing from other states to return to their native 

states.The Maharashtra government has decided to make available its bus 

services free of cost to facilitate travelling of people stranded in various parts of 

the state to their homes during lockdown period. 

 



Conclusion: 

               Coronavirus pandemic has produced impacts in every sector of society. 

Herein we have listed few incidences encountered by migrants of Maharashtra. 

We can observe a number of unfortunate deaths due to migration of labourers. 

We have also enlisted Government measures to tackle this situation. But the 

health effects of these migrants will cause some mild or chronic diseases which 

should be monitored post the pandemic.  
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